
Piedmont Community Service Crew Newsletter

Please familiarize yourselves with PCSC’s plans during these uncertain times. In the coming
weeks, please remember that homeless and low-income Bay Area citizens need your help
more than ever before. PCSC is having an extensive fall program, so read more below!

Green = upcoming event
Orange= past event

New Crew Officers:
Congratulations to our new Co VP’s of Accounting, Ginger Gardner and Heather Stoneman!
Please read below for a preview of their crew officer bios!

Ginger Gardener:
I am a sophomore and very excited to take on the role of co-VP of
Accounting with my friend, Heather Stoneman. I joined the crew at
the beginning of my freshman year and since then, I have been able
to work on a lot of impactful projects, learn useful new skills, and
overall just feel a lot closer to my community. Outside of PCSC, I
love to hang out with my friends, do gymnastics, and participate in
school clubs.

Heather Stoneman:
I am a sophomore at Piedmont High School, and have been in the
crew since the start of my freshman year. I love PCSC because I can
contribute to the community, meet new people, and have fun. In
my free time I go mountain biking, and hang out with my friends.
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Tree Lot:
As the holiday season nears, we are
preparing for the annual Piedmont Scout
Tree Lot! This fundraiser not only majorly
supports our local BSA council, of which
PCSC is a part, but is a really fun
volunteering opportunity for crew
members and crew parents! Due to
COVID, the tree lot is going to be run by
appointment only and trees will be
delivered to buyers homes. We are
looking for a lot of parent support,
especially this year to help drive the lot’s
trucks to drop off trees at buyers homes,
as well as adults to help at the actual lot.
In the next week or two, event leaders will
be posting sign up geniuses for the 4
different shifts that are dispersed
throughout December. For both crew
members and crew adults, please look out
for those signup geniuses and sign up
when available!

We Need Parent Volunteers!
Hello PCSC newsletter readers! I’m
Eleanor Hoffpauir, PCSC’s Vice President
of Parent Engagement. As you may know,
PCSC utilizes crew member parents to
chaperone events and support our high
school members. However, this crew year,
we are looking forward to engaging
parent volunteers for their, for your,
personal enrichment. Volunteering truly
has something to offer everyone. We want
to take a step away from engaging

chaperones and a step towards engaging
dedicated volunteers who are looking to
get involved with our community as a
service crew and, on a broader scale, our
community as we look to build a better
Bay Area. If you are interested in being a
part of PCSC in this manner, I encourage
you to fill out the parent interest survey
(if you have not done so already as a part
of your child’s registration process). If you
are interested, now, in signing up to
volunteer, I encourage you to use our
Facebook group to mark “going” on any
and every event that interests you, not to
offer your service as an 18+ chaperone,
but rather because you want to volunteer!
We are especially in need of volunteers to
work at our annual Tree Lot this year, in
which Piedmont Council BSA sells
Christmas trees in our community. The
Tree Lot will look different this year from
the past, with customers picking out their
trees online and volunteers helping
primarily with delivery. If interested, sign
up with this signup genius link, and mark
“going”on the Facebook event. (If the
event has not yet been posted on FB,
check again as the date of event
approaches, and it will be there.) Thank
you all for your interest in PCSC, and I
hope to see you volunteering soon!
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Tiny House
Join us as we work in Alameda to build a
home for a homeless teen. This is an
amazing event for anyone who wants to
help combat homelessness or enjoys
construction. The project has been going
on for 2 months and is nearly complete,
but still need to apply finish trim and
paint the interior of the house! Please
bring your own water and lunch and any
tools you have.
Significant planning is going into our
COVID mitigation plans to minimize
transmission risks.  Look to Facebook for
more event updates.

Signups and Renewals!!!
A final reminder for returning members:
renewals were due last May 11. The
renewal dues starting Nov 1 is $95 and
after November, all members that haven’t
renewed will need to fill out new member
forms. Keep in mind that the forms and
dues go to our new VPs Accounting,
Ginger Gardner and Heather Stoneman.

Please go to the renewal page on our
website and follow the steps ASAP.
Also please make the two donations so
that we are doing our part to provide
funding for things that we benefit from
such as the Tiny House Project, RTO,
cooking events, and more!

Venturing Awards
Through PCSC, crew members can explore
their interests and passions to achieve the
four core Venturing leadership awards
(Venturing, Discovery, Pathfinder, and
Summit). These awards serve as bench
marks which provide a framework for a
dynamic program of Adventure,
Leadership, Personal growth, and Service.
Here is what current member and VP of
Program, Sofia Stahl had to say about her
experience attaining the final award, the
Summit Award. “The Summit Award is

definitely a tough process, especially
when you’re the first and there isn’t a
preset track for you to go down. It
involved a lot of personal initiative to
create events, training, and opportunities
for me to meet the requirements. For my
project, I made 5 chairs for St. Mary’s
Center Preschool, which is associated
with St. Mary’s Center, one of our regular
program partners. This involved putting
together a CAD design, budgeting,
fundraising, shopping, preparing the
materials, and constructing the chairs. I
dropped them off at the preschool last

https://www.pcservicecrew.org/renewing-member
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week and it was rewarding to see the kids
jump on the chairs as soon as we put
them down and refusing to get off
because they were so excited. I still have
to finish the project report before the
board of review to earn the award, but I
feel fulfilled knowing that I’ve collected
valuable experiences and skills along the
way!” Sofia Sthal is the first in Piedmont
BSA Council to receive the Summit Award,
but we encourage all crew members,
especially those who are younger to
participate!

November Monthly Meeting -
open to all
Join the monthly crew meeting on the first
Tuesday of each month at 5pm via Zoom.
Crew President Bridget Bentley leads the
discussion where the VPs bring up topics
that are important for our being
successful and having a rich program of
events and projects. We discuss new
ideas for things to do, ways to improve
our member experience, and anyone
attending can step up to get involved in
the next big thing!
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Thank you for your interest and
involvement in PCSC!! Sincerely,

Toshi Troyer, VP of Communications

For further information or other
questions, visit our crew website,
www.pcservicecrew.org

Please feel free to email any of PCSC’s
officers:

● Bridget Bentley, President
bridgetbentley03@gmail.com

● Anne O’Neil, Co-VP of Admin,
14anneoneil@gmail.com

● Alex Kjellen, Co-VP of Admin,
theamazingalexk@gmail.com

● Sofia Stahl, VP of Program,
sofia.stahl02@gmail.com

● Toshi Troyer, VP of
Communications,
tosh.troyer@gmail.com

● Ginger Gardner, Co-VP of
Accounting,
gkgardner919@gmail.com

● Heather Stoneman, Co-VP
Accounting,
hheathersttt@gmail.com

● Julia Banuelos, Co-VP Fundraising
jbb3047@gmail.com

● Sofia Prieto Black, Co-VP
Fundraising
sofiaprietoblack@icloud.com

● Eleanor Hoffpauir, VP of Parent
Engagement,
eleanorhoffpauir20@gmail.com

● Ken Li, Crew Advisor,
(510)-410-4283,
ken.i.li@sbcglobal.net
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